Surely results such as these should satisfy the expectations of most men, but, unfortunately, that uncontrolled desire for change, which, as we have above remarked, mars so many of the institutions of this country, seems destined to lay its disturbing influences upon our university. One party in the senate is anxious to substitute the vernacular for the English language in the pass examination ; and another section of the governing body are apparently disposed to impose the study of natural science on our more advanced students.
We cannot but demur to experiments being tried on the educational system at present in vogue in the Calcutta University ; the course of study, which it. has established, has already produced on the minds of those subjected to its influences a vast aud most salutary change?a change which it is impossible for those living on the spot to realize, but to which historians will, doubtless, do ample justice. We The existence of numerous large and well-organized museums, their collections being utilized for educational purposes, the teachers of the university, as a rule, being the directors of the collections, has rendered the system of scientific education successful throughout the upper classes of Germany. In the lower schools, however, science is only taught in the form of book knowledge, in which the pupils take but little interest, and therefore it has no great or lasting influence on the culture of the mind.
And precisely similar results will inevitably follow if the culture of natural science is attempted in this country, without ample provision having been made for the practical, as well as the theoretical study of its various branches.
